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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Salmeen (US 2004/0114381). 

Regarding claim 11 . Salmeen discloses a method for improving a visibility in a 
motor vehicle, comprising illuminating an area by at least one light source 32 of the 
motor vehicle; producing a sensor signal by at least one infrared sensor 16 of the motor 
vehicle when a person is situated in the area illuminated by the light source; and 
controlling the light source dependent on the sensor signal (abstract). 

Regarding claim 12 . Salmeen discloses the at least one light source including 
at least one of (a) a headlamp that illuminates at least in a near-infrared wavelength 
range, (b) a laser and (c) at least one laser diode that emits light at least in the near- 
infrared wavelength range (paragraph 003). 

Regarding claim 13 . Salmeen discloses producing sensor signals by at least one 
of (a) at least one ultrasound sensor, (b) at least one radar sensor that operates in at 
least one of the following wavelength ranges: 24GHz and 77GHz, and (c) at least one 
video sensor (p. 33-35). 
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Regarding claim 14 . Salmeen discloses at least one of deactivating and 
activating the light source dependent on the sensor signal (see figures 1-6). 

Regarding claim 15 . Salmeen discloses the light source being controlled 
dependent on the sensor signal in such a way that at least one of a spatial and 
temporal intensity of light of the light source assumes a value that is not dangerous 
to persons (abstract, fig. 1-6). 

Regarding claim 16 . Salmeen discloses warning at least one present person by 
at least one of an acoustic and optical warning signal (p. 31). 

Regarding claim 17 . Salmeen discloses the sensor signal for controlling the light 
source is derived from the signal of the infrared sensor and from a signal of at least one 
additional sensor (p. 33-35). 

Regarding claim 18 . Salmeen discloses the infrared sensor being constructed in 

such a way that its detection area completely includes a beam of the light source, and 
its detection range is greater than a distance from the light source that results in eye 
damage (p. 33-35). 

Regarding claim 19 . Salmeen discloses a device for improving a visibility in a 
motor vehicle, comprising at least one light source 38 of the motor vehicle, the light 
source illuminating an area of illumination (p. 31); at least one infrared sensor 16 of the 
motor vehicle, the sensor producing a sensor signal when a person is situated in the 
area illuminated by the light source (p. 33-35); and at least one control unit 18 
controlling the light source as a function of the sensor signal (abstract). 
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Regarding claim 20 . Salmeen discloses the device being used in a night 
vision system in the motor vehicle (fig. 1-6). 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Remillard, Shaffer, and Weber disclose lighting systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh V. La whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benjamin C. Lee can be reached on (571 ) 272-2963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Anh V La/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2612 

Anh V La 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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